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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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Continued Examination Under 37 CFR LI 14 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 9/15/2005 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 58-65, 67-76 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Pritt 
5,689,717, and further in view of Alexander 6,054,984. 

1. Claims 58 and 68. 

Alexander in fig. 8 illustrates the step of: A method for use in an oscilloscope, the method 
comprising. Alexander at col. 1, lines 13-14 discloses the step of: receiving a time- varying 
analog signal, also the step of: sampling the received time-varying analog signal. Alexander in 
fig. 8 illustrates the step of: displaying a waveform on a graphical user interface based on the 
sampled time-varying analog signal. Pritt at col. 2, lines 57-59 discloses the step of : displaying 
on the graphical user interface a first display element representing the function of displaying an 
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annotation label. Pritt at col. 10 lines 1-3 discloses the step of: receiving an indication that an 
operator graphically selected first display element. Pritt in fig. 4 illustrates the step of: 
displaying, on the graphical user interface, a display region through which the operator can enter 
wave-form-related data to be displayed in an annotation label. Pritt at col. 11, lines 51-67 
discloses the step of: receiving through a user interface said waveform-related data to be 
displayed in said annotation label, as an industry-standard system that allows programmers to 
develop graphical user interfaces. In the X Windows system interaction techniques are called 
"widgets". A typical set of widgets includes a dialog box, file selection box, alert box, help box, 
list box, message box, radio button bank, radio buttons, choice button bank, choice buttons, 
toggle button bank, toggle button, fixed menu, pop-up menu, text input, scroll bar and 
application window. Each of these widgets is normally implemented as a window. In the X 
Windows system sub windows may also be used. The source code implementation of each 
widget consists of one or more calls to the X server. Thus when a widget subroutine is executed 
it causes a sequence of calls or commands or requests to be sent to the X server or window 
management system. OSF/Motif is an interaction toolkit that works with X windows and is one 
of a number of similar widget sets available for X Windows. Pritt in fig. 4 illustrates the 
following step of claim's invention: displaying said annotation label on said graphical user 
interface in visual association with a desired waveform feature, wherein said waveform-related 
data is displayed in said annotation label. The primary reference Pritt does not explicitly specify 
the method and system of the claim invention is used for an oscilloscope, however, the second 
reference Alexander explicitly illustrates in fig. 8. Thus, it would have been obvious to a person 
skill in the art to modify the Alexander's invention e.g. fig. 8 that incorporates display of an 
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oscilloscope into Pritt's invention in fig. 6 the display item labeled 28. The result would be 
similar to the current application's invention. 

2. Claim 59. 

The following step is obvious, "The method of claim 58, wherein said first display element 
comprises any known display element supported by the graphical user interface". Pritt at col. 12, 
lines 24-30 discloses examples of such graphical objects include icons, pixmaps, bitmaps, 
graphical symbols, geometric shapes, windows and widgets. 

3. Claim 60. 

"The method of claim 58, wherein said first display element comprises an icon", Pritt at col. 12, 
lines 24-30 discloses examples of such graphical objects include icons, pixmaps, bitmaps, 
graphical symbols, geometric shapes, windows and widgets. 

4. Claim 61. 

"The method of claim 58, wherein said first display element comprises a graphical button 
rendered on a dialog box", The applicant should specify explicitly the first display element, 
because any graphical object can be considered as a first display element. Pritt at col 12, lines 
24-30 discloses examples of such graphical objects include icons, pixmaps, bitmaps, graphical 
symbols, geometric shapes, windows and widgets. 

5. Claim 62. 

The following step is obvious, see rejection of claim 61. "The method of claim 58, wherein said 
display region through which the operator can enter said data to be displayed in the annotation 
label is a window", 

6. Claim 63. 
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The following step is obvious, because Pritt at col. 11, line 41 discloses that Basic elements of 
the toolkit can include menus, dialog boxes, scroll bars, file selection boxes and of which can be 
conveniently implemented in windows. The step of the claim: "The method of claim 58, wherein 
said display region through which the operator can enter said data to be displayed in the 
annotation label is a dialog box", 

7. Claims 64-65. 

The following step is obvious, because Pritt at col. 11, lines 54-60 discloses that atypical set of 
widgets includes a dialog box, file selection box, alert box, help box, list box, message box, radio 
button bank, radio buttons, choice button bank, choice buttons, toggle button bank, toggle button, 
fixed menu, pop-up menu, text input, scroll bar and application window. Each of these widgets 
is normally implemented as a window. At col. 12, lines 23-31 discloses the foregoing paragraphs 
have described the placement of text blocks. However, the only property of text blocks that is 
essential for the invention to work is their rectangular shape. Thus, the invention is able to place 
any graphical object that has a rectangular shape or that can be bounded by a rectangle. 
Examples of such graphical objects include icons, pixmaps, bitmaps, graphical symbols, 
geometric shapes, windows and widgets. 

8. Claim 67. 

See rejection of claim 58. "The method of claim 58, further comprising: displaying a second 
display element on the graphical user interface indicating that the operator has the opportunity to 
alter the manner in which the annotation label is rendered; receiving an indication that the 
operator has selected said second display element; displaying, in response to said indication that 
the operator has selected said second display element, a rendering options display window on the 
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graphical user interface through which the operator can enter rendering control information for 
the annotation label; receiving operator inputs applied to said rendering options display window; 
and displaying said annotation label in accordance with said operator inputs to said rendering 
options display window", 

9. Claim 69 

The rejection of claim 58 applies to the rejection of claim 69. 

10. Claims 70-73, 74-76. 

The rejection of claim 58 applies to the rejection of claims 70-72 and 74-76. Regarding claim 73, 
Pritt at col. 4, lines 65-67 discloses that other input devices such as other pointing devices or 
voice sensors or image sensors may also be attached. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Javid A. Amini whose telephone number is 571-272-7654. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8-4pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Razavi can be reached on 571-272-7664. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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